
Judy Dinkle selected Moraga’s Citizen of the Year for 2016 

Judy Dinkle was born and raised in 
Naugatuck, Connecticut and received her 
Bachelor’s Degrees in Fine Arts and 
Education from Southern Connecticut State 
University.  She moved to the Bay Area in 
1976, living first in San Francisco and then 
moving to Moraga in 1981 where she has 
lived and worked continuously for the last 35 
years. 

While Judy’s professional career has been varied and successful, the hallmark of her 
entire adult life has been a consistent commitment to community service.  As a 
teacher in San Francisco from 1976 to 1980 Judy founded the Fine Arts Department 
at St. Paul’s High School for girls.  Learning that due to budgetary constraints St. Paul’s 
was not able to fund field trips to local museums, Judy organized and ran an ongoing 
program of field trips for those students interested in Fine Arts, driving the students 
to local museums and conducting tours for them during afternoons and weekends. 
  
In 1981 Judy began her own kitchen and bath remodeling and design business in 
Moraga, JD Designs.  She has been a successful Moraga entrepreneur for 35 years, 
growing the business to design and manage the construction of kitchen, baths and 
also whole house renovations.  She is actively involved with the local chapters of 
National Kitchen & Bath Association (NKBA) and the National Association of 
Remodeler’s (NARI). During that time she has also found time to devote to numerous 
charitable and community service organizations.  Judy’s daughter attended Moraga 
schools for grades K-12, and during that time, Judy was active in the Moraga 
Education Foundation (MEF), the PTA, Grad Night, Moraga Junior Women’s Club, and 
the National Charity League.   
  
When her daughter graduated from Campolindo, Judy began to devote even more 
time to Moraga Community Service and in 2001 was appointed to the Board of the 
Moraga Park Foundation where she has been a member continuously and has served 
as President twice.  Among the many achievements of the Park Foundation under 
Judy’s leadership are the renovation of the Hacienda kitchen, expansion of the 
Commons Band shell and the upgrade & refurnishing of the Fireside Room at the 
Hacienda.  Each of these projects was overseen personally by Judy who not only 
contributed to the design elements but handled the project management because of 
her extensive background in construction and remodeling.  Judy’s many contributions 
to the Park Foundation’s work over the years have not all been so high-profile.  For 
the last ten years Judy has been in charge of band selection for the Park Foundation’s 



Summer Concert series.  Beginning in January of each year, Judy coordinates the list 
of bands which wish to be considered for inclusion in the Summer Concert series, 
chairs the Band Selection committee which reviews each band’s audition tapes and 
then notifies the bands that have been selected.  From there, Judy negotiates the 
contracts and schedule with each of the bands, and then works with the Park 
Foundation volunteers, the bands, and town staff to ensure that their needs are met 
– from sound issues to transportation and setup.  As most everyone who attends 
the summer concerts can attest, Judy is almost always visible on Thursday nights 
also working the Park Foundation’s snack bar. 
  
In 2005, Judy was one of several people appointed by the Town Council to the ad 
hoc “Hacienda Committee” whose charge was to evaluate what could be done to 
improve the utilization and financial viability of the Hacienda.  At the time, there 
was serious discussion of the Town selling the Hacienda to avoid the financial 
burden of maintaining it.  After the Hacienda Committee delivered its report to the 
Town Council, Judy and Margaret DePriester decided that a more structured 
organization was needed to “preserve, protect and improve” the Hacienda.  
Together, Judy and Margaret formed the Hacienda Foundation of Moraga in 2006 as 
a 501(c)(3) charitable foundation and Judy served from its founding until January 
2016 on its Board of Directors and three times as its President.  Under Judy’s 
leadership, the Hacienda Foundation began to increase the visibility and recognition 
of the Hacienda through annual events for the community such as the Cinco de 
Mayo festival in May and Oktoberfest in the fall.  Starting with attendance of just a 
few hundred, these two events have together served over a thousand attendees 
each year and have attracted not just local but regional attention.  The recent 
restoration of the Pavilion building and addition of accessible bathrooms was 
overseen by Judy who developed the design of the renovations and managed the 
on-site construction.  Most recently Judy has been closely involved with the 
Foundation’s coordination and input to the Gould-Evans project which is analyzing 
potential public/private initiatives for the Hacienda.  She has testified several times 
before the Town Council regarding the progress of the Gould-Evans project, both as 
President of the Hacienda Foundation and in her own capacity as a designer-builder. 
  
Judy will be honored at the Citizen of the Year Award Banquet on Friday, April 29 at 
the St. Mary’s College Soda Center.  The festivities will begin at 6:00 pm with a social 
hour, followed by a buffet dinner starting at 7:00 pm and a recognition program 
beginning at 8:00.  Last year’s honoree,  Graig Crossley, will serve as Master of 
Ceremonies.   
  
Tickets are available through the Moraga Chamber of Commerce website at 
moragachamber.org .  The cost is $55 per person, with an entrée choice of Filet 
Mignon or Butternut Squash Ravioli.  For questions, please contact Kathe Nelson at 
(925) 323-6524. 


