
 
Moraga Firehouse Liaison Meeting 

This historic 30-year liaison meeting is held in the conference room of the Moraga/Orinda Fire District on 
Moraga Way at 8 a.m. on the second Friday of each month. The purpose is to share timely local information 
with Moraga organizations, businesses, government, schools, associations, service clubs, residents and 
friends of the community. Check out www.moraga.ca.us. 

 
November 13, 2009 

             Jerry Meyer-Moderator 
      
• Town Council-Mayor Dave Trotter-In agreement with the Moraga School District, Measure 

WW funds will be devoted to improving the turf at Camino Pablo Elementary School. Two 
meetings have been held regarding the appeal of the Rancho Laguna II development. Staff is 
working on requests from the Town Council with the hope of making a decision in January. On 
November 5th, Moraga hosted the Mayor’s Conference at St. Mary’s College. The Revenue 
Enhancement Committee has been meeting weekly and plans to present their findings at the 
November 18th Council meeting. The Specific Plan will be completed soon and considerable work 
is being done on the Housing Element. Since this is Mayor Trotter’s last meeting, he wishes to 
thank the Town and its volunteers for a cooperative year. 

• Town Manager-Mike Segrest-The Joint Use Agreement between the Town of Moraga and the 
Moraga School District was approved by both parties and the Town will begin to phase out 
payments over the next six years and a slow adjustment of the fees will be transferred to the users 
of these facilities. An architect has been hired for the remodel of the 2nd floor of 329 Rheem. The 
State has completed securitization and the Town will be receiving its appropriate property tax 
revenues, increasing the anticipated general fund. Thank you to the staff for the reductions and cuts 
they have made. Contact the Town Clerk at mmcinturf@moraga.ca.us if you would like to receive 
electronically the Town Manager’s weekly newsletter “About Town”.  

• Planning-Director Lori Salamack-This department continues working on the Specific Plan and 
the Housing Element. No action on these documents will take place until the December 2nd Council 
meeting. 

•  Public Works-Director Jill Mercurio-Illness among staff of the Public Works Department has 
limited them to attending to only the most basic services until the flu season passes. The repairs to 
the Hacienda have begun and attention is being given to the elevator at 329 Rheem. The paving of 
Moraga Road from Sky Hy to Buckingham was paid for by a grant received four years ago. 
Economic Stimulus money was used from Buckingham to Draeger. If the same quality of paving 
was used as on the previous paving project, the work could have extended only to 5A Rents. 
Therefore it was a conscious decision of the Town to add ½” of cape seal to this second section in 



order to resurface and protect the road. In time the roughness will smooth out and the life of the 
roadway has been extended.  

• Park and Recreation- Director Jay Ingram-Thank you to Gary Irwin and Rotary for their work 
in removing the upper play structure at the Commons. New playground equipment will be installed 
with Prop 40 and Park Foundation funds. Rotary will install the new equipment which should be 
ready around Thanksgiving. The Rancho Laguna subcommittee will meet Thursday, November 
19th at the library to discuss five design ideas for the Park. One design will be sent to the Park 
Foundation in February. It is hoped the Holiday Happenings events will raise $6,000 to light the 
holiday tree in the Commons. Tree lighting will take place December 5th at 6:30 in the Commons 
with cookies and hot chocolate. Sign up for the Holiday Home Decorating Contest and have 
Breakfast with Santa on December 12th. Look for the Activity Guide to arrive in your mailbox by 
Thanksgiving. 

• Police Department-Chief Bob Priebe-So far this month there have been eleven car break-ins, 
eight where cars were left open and three break-ins. Secure your own property-remove valuables 
and lock your cars! The officers who saved a Moraga resident’s life last month, when the victim 
suffered a heart attack while driving on Rheem Blvd., were honored. The pharmaceutical bin for 
recycling prescription medicine will be available at the Police Department soon. It is hoped three 
new officers will be hired by the first of the year. 

• Moraga/Orinda Fire District-Board Member Frank Sperling-Thank you to Pete Nowicki for 
his years of service to our community both as a firefighter and outstanding chief. After a thorough 
search Randy Bradley has been selected as the new fire chief for Moraga/Orinda. In farewell 
remarks to those present, Retiring Chief Pete Nowicki expressed appreciation for the friendships 
he has made here during his years of service. 

• Moraga School District-Director of Pupil Services Sharon Pincus-Superintendent Rick Schafer 
recently announced his planned retirement in June. The Board approved the Joint Use Agreement 
with the Town of Moraga and applied for WW funds to improve the Camino Pablo Elementary 
School fields. MEF has begun its phonathon. There will be NO school Thanksgiving week. 

•  Moraga Education Foundation-Shari Simon-Look for the annual report which was sent out to 
Moraga residents recently. The first night of the phonathon brought in $70,000. At this rate $1.1-
$1.2 million will be raised during the campaign. Considering the anticipated mid-year cuts to the 
MSD by the State, more funds need to be raised during this campaign. Please dig deep and help our 
schools to maintain the high level of education offered in Moraga keeping our community a 
desirable place to live and raise your children. 

• St Mary’s College-Director, Community and Government Relations-Tim Farley- Volleyball 
and basketball seasons have begun. Watch for promotions with the Moraga Chamber of 
Commerce. 

• St. Mary’s College-Heidi Donner-“At Mrs. Dalloway’s Party”, Stories by Virginia Woolf, can be 
seen at the LeFevre Theater. For reservations call Sharon Cahill at 925-631-4670. Out of This 
World: the Landscapes of Our Solar System is on view at the Hearst Gallery through December 
13th. www.hearstartgallery.com  As the result of a major grant, the Gallery will be presenting an 
exhibition on Generals Lee and Grant with Civil War reenactments.  

•  Rotary-Gary Irwin-This group took down the upper play structure at the Commons in 
preparation for installation of a new structure around Thanksgiving. The old structure will be sent 
to a community in Mexico. Dictionaries have been given to 3rd graders in all schools in Moraga.   

• Friends of the Moraga Library-David Kruegel-The new landscaping in front of the library is a 
joint effort from the Friends of the Moraga Library, the Moraga Garden Club, Joan Bruzzone and a 
landscape designer. 

• Library-Linda Waldroup-Local libraries are seeking volunteers to search the library shelves for 
books requested through the library’s catalog. If interested contact the information desk at your 
local library. Wednesday, December 2nd at 2pm the Friends of the Moraga Library present Amish 



Quilts: Geometry and Simplicity, Community and Belief. January programs include Cartier in 
America, Beading Cartier-style and How to Improve Your Personal Computer’s Performance. 

• Moraga Women’s Society-Nancy Comprelli-The bi-annual holiday house tour is December 4th. 
Five unique homes are on the tour. Tickets include a tea and boutique. Pre-ordered box lunch is 
$10.(See attached flyer) 

• Chamber of Commerce-Edy Schwartz-The 4th annual Season of Light 2009, a community 
holiday celebration at Rheem and Moraga Shopping Centers, is scheduled for Saturday, December 
5th, 11 am-3 pm. (see attached flyer). Make an effort to shop in Moraga this holiday season and 
support our merchants and economy. Thank you to the Moraga Movers for their support of CVS. 

• Kiwanis-Dale Walwark-Two weeks ago the Kiwanis installed an irrigation system at the Rheem 
Elementary School garden. Last weekend was daffodil planting and on Saturday, November 21st 
canned food will be collected at Rheem Center CVS. 
 
 

Next meeting December 11, 2009 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Susan Sperry 

 
 


